SECULAR
- SECTARIANISM

Limits of Subaltern Politics

Edited by Ajay Gudavarthy




Contents

roduction: Prolegomenon to a Critical Theory

- of Secular Sectarianism 1
oter 1 * Incommensurable Sacral-Secular
| - Sectarianism? Rohith Movement and
the Emergence of the Inappropriable
" P. Thirumal and Dickens Leonard 23
Intra-subaltern Conflict:
Dalit-Tribal Conflict in Odlsha
g Suratha Kumar Malik 36
Chapter3 ~ Interrelations of Gender, Caste, Religion and
MR State: Women's Centrality as Counter to
Secular Sectarianism ;
Tarushikha Sarvesh ‘ 69

~PartII: Limits of Minority-ism

‘Ghar Wapsi or Reconversion?
Samir Gandesha 105
“‘Understanding the Analytics of Uniform -
Civil Code (UCC) and Pasmanda Frame
__Afroz Alam 123
"Resisting Minoritization: Postcolonial
. Muslim Politics and Indian Democracy
. ‘Mursed Alam and Seema Ahmed 142
e "fRethlnkmg Minority Politics in India
... ShadabArab 160




Resisting Minoritization
Postcolonial Muslim Politics and
\ndian Democracy*

Mursed Alam and Seema Ahmgd

The ‘Muslim question’ and the political response of the Muslims to
their minortzation in India have been pestering issues for Indian
democracy. Although the Indian Constitution has provided the
Muslims with various political and religious safeguards, the dse of
rght-wing forces and the communalization of Indian society and the
various organs of the state have often rendered Indian Muslims to the
status of sub-citizens/subalterns, which has serious consequences for
Muslim identity and political discourse in India. Political theorists
have identified two broad frameworks for analysing Muslim politi-
cal response in India: the Muslim homogeneity perspective and the
secular heterogeneity perspective. While the former, a la Iqbal Ansan,
Syed Shahabuddin view Muslims as a single political unit and Muslimx
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Secularismisa: ien& tha‘c is fundamentaf to: lnduan demoeracy
" anc za\miaﬁned in:the Constitution, However, its practice has*
been;sw&raly hampered in recent times largely due to the
- secular sectarianism pursued by secular, democratic and
‘ _,\wmgrasswe political. formations. This implies the tendency of
-specific secular politi itical'movements to act as| if their agendas' :
. are axclﬂsxvély mportant\Secu!ar sectarianism has graddally
\ *pbkamed communities and advanced a woefully limited *
political :ma‘gmatuon. leading to'the proliferation of conflicts
between varlous h‘arginéhzed groups—Dalits, tribals,; OBCs; -
~ Muslims, women. and the Beft, Secular Sectarianism: Limitsof
L RN S\tbaitem Polinm mcludes several accounts of such conﬂ:cts,
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ﬂumugh the nght (
ngress canbe ma&e only by opemng up dialogues wi
| - across. poimcai mmmunttxes This is essential for: India’s
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